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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS COMMITTEE 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

6:00 PM 

ATTENDANCE: Co-chair A. Vizzo-Paniccia; Co-chair P. Swain; Council members: 

Banta, Feliciano, Halstead, Brannelly 

 

OTHER(s):  Art Laske; Deputy City Attorney, Attorney Betsy Edwards, Attorney 
Chris Meyer, Attorney Erroll Skyers  

 
CITY STAFF: Erin McDonough 
 
 
Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia called the meeting to order at 6:11 pm.  

Approval of Committee Meeting Minutes of January 27, 2014. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIANO MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES 

** CO-CHAIR SWAIN SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

Informational Session with Erin McDonough, Special Projects Manager, CAO’s Office 
re: Discussion and Explanation on the process of how appointments are made to the 
Boards and Committees and request for an updated list of all committees, their 
members, what each committee is, description, appointed and expiration dates, and 
attendance lists. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that there was a request for the process of selecting 

boards and commissions, as well as an updated committees listing. She explained that 

due to the short notice for Erin McDonough to provide the information; the items will be 

continued next month. She stated that Erin McDonough will briefly relay the information 

she has tonight - . Erin McDonough distributed copies of the information that outlined 

“How to Get Involved in a Bridgeport Board or Commission that included the listing of 

“Current City of Bridgeport Boards and Commission” with the corresponding forms 

attached.                         

Ms. McDonough reviewed the information distributed and stated that the city was the 

expeditor of the boards and commissions. She explained that they receive applications 

for nomination process and appointees are then sworn in before the city council. There 
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are over twelve (12) boards, comprised of over two-hundred (200) seats to serve the 

City of Bridgeport. Each board has its own number of members at a term of two to five 

years. She further noted that the policies vary from board to board. She stated that 

members should be Bridgeport residents, however; a non-Bridgeport resident is allowed 

if it doesn’t pose a direct conflict serving on the designated board or commission. All the 

board members are then officially appointed by the Mayor. 

She referred to the standard application for most boards, noting that the Ethics 

Commission has an additional application attached to the application. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia asked for clarification about the Klein Memorial Auditorium 

board and the Bridgeport Library Board. Ms. McDonough stated that they were created 

differently, because they include a certain number of Mayoral appointments, noting that 

the Library board is under the auspice of the Bridgeport Public Library. She said she 

would provide additional information. 

Ms. McDonough continued to say that all of the applicants must be current on their 

taxes and all applications have to go through the Ethics Commission to ensure there are 

no other conflicts. They are then sworn in by the Mayor after they receive city council 

approval. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia suggested that Ms. McDonough hold onto the information that 

she distributed for future use and to provide updates as needed. 

Council member Brannelly stated that there was never a formal presentation from the 

candidates, in terms of providing a description of each commission and the candidate 

considered to serve on a board. Ms. McDonough responded that she is regularly in 

contact with each individual so that they understand the responsibility of serving on a 

board. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia suggested an In-house training session to review the zoning 

procedures for the candidates and also for the city council members. Ms. McDonough 

stated that formal training has already been implemented. 

Ms. McDonough stated that they plan to provide additional information with updates on 

the full municipal ordinance, board and commission members, expired terms, the time 

of meetings and a description of each board and commission. Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia 

asked if this information would be included on the city’s website. Ms. McDonough 

replied that each board has their own website page, noting that she is listed as the 

contact for additional information. 
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Let it be noted that the agenda was taken out of order at this point during the meeting. 

30-13          Appointment of John “Jack” Calcutt (R) to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that Mr. Calcutt’s paperwork was submitted and 

received tonight. 

The appointee approached the committee. He stated that his legal name is John, but he 

goes by the name of Jack. Mr. Calcutt stated that he has resided in the Black Rock 

section of Bridgeport since 2008. He expressed that he loves the city and 

neighborhood. He went on to say that he was working in Fairfield up to the year 2012 

and he then decided he wanted to make a contribution to the city, so he left his job at 

Merrill Lynch and began working at a non-profit organization that works to end 

homelessness. He mentioned that he is also active in the development of the City of 

Bridgeport through his job and he has knowledge of the zoning code. He further 

mentioned that he has some opinions on how the city should think about specific 

aspects concerning planning and zoning in Bridgeport. He stated that as far as any   

conflict of interest arising while serving on the board, he would recuse himself if there is 

a conflict between his professional work and his public service. He stated that he is a 

Republican, however; he doesn’t have any political aspirations beyond helping the city. 

He stated that he was looking to work together to achieve a common goal. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that she appreciated his commitment. And she 

commented that representation across political parties was encouraged to represent all 

interests. 

Council member Brannelly asked Mr. Calcutt about his opinions on how the city should 

be thinking about planning and zoning in Bridgeport; she asked Mr. Calcutt to give an 

example.  Mr. Calcutt said he understood that his role serving on the board isn’t to 

dictate zoning code and he realizes that the purpose of serving on the board is to 

alleviate some hardship. However, he said he felt that taking advantage of new design 

trends could be considered, such as the matter of tearing down buildings and putting up 

big box type stores. Overall, he said it’s important to rethink the way we live as 

communities and the more we can think about planning growth in the city and creating a 

vibrant place to live and take public transportation, then the better. He reiterated that 

allowing for growth and quality close knit communities, the better. 

Council member Brannelly stated that Mr. Calcutt was one of her constituents. She 

urged his appointment as a tremendous asset to serving on the board. Council member 

Banta asked Mr. Calcutt if he served on any other boards in the city, such as the 
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homeless shelter. Mr. Calcutt replied no, noting that he served on the Finance Council 

of St. Ann’s Church in Black Rock. 

Council member Banta questioned how friendly he was with the Board of Business. Co-

chair Vizzo-Paniccia clarified that the Board of Business was known as the Greater 

Bridgeport Regional Council. Mr. Calcutt responded that the Black Rock Business 

Council is a great organization, but he isn’t involved. He stated that as far as the GBRC, 

he had some interaction with them and he’s aware that they do good work in the city. 

However, he’s not involved in any official capacity. He reiterated that he didn’t believe 

there would be any potential conflicts of interest with any other boards. He commented 

that he didn’t expect that a lot of his work would come before the board, but if it did; he 

would clearly recuse himself and he wouldn’t vote on any deal that he might be working 

on.  

Council member Salter asked Mr. Calcutt who recommended him for the appointment. 

Mr. Calcutt said he was officially recommended by the Mayor and he had conversations 

with his staff. He stated that he also knows people in the Office of Planning and 

Economic Development socially and professionally, which he believed is where the 

recommendation came from. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HALSTEAD SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

*Consent calendar 

*Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that the appointment will be voted upon at the next 

scheduled city council meeting and thereafter, he will be sworn in and receive a packet 

of information. 

 31-13          Appointment of Thi Nguyen (U) to the WCA Commission. 

 Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that the appointee wasn’t present tonight. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BANTA MOVED TO TABLE 

** COUNCIL MEMBER SWAIN SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

33-13         Appointment of Mack Henry Allen Jr. (D) to the Ethics Commission. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia asked the appointee to address the same questions 

that the previous appointee answered.  
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The appointee Mack Henry approached the committee. He thanked the committee for 

considering the appointment and for the work that they do. He went on to say that he 

has been a resident of Bridgeport since November 4, 2002, noting that he has been 

married for twelve years and has three children that attend Bridgeport Public Schools 

and Kolbe Cathedral High School. He shared that he is a New Vision International 

Ministries member and he runs the prison ministry. He is also involved in outreach, food 

drives and the angel tree program. He mentioned that he worked in construction and 

demolition for Fuse 180 as an outreach coordinator. He stated that he is active in the 

city to try to make sure that Bridgeport is the best it can be. He is also a member of the 

NRZ. He expressed that he loves the city and his family and he is looking to make sure 

that his children have a legacy living in Bridgeport. He said that he is also supportive of 

the B Green Initiative and he wants to ensure that ethical standards for city officials and 

fairness are upheld across the board. 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that although Mr. Henry’s past record has been 

discharged, she thanked him for his honesty for including the information on his 

application.  

Mr. Henry stated that he grew up in Los Angeles and he was a product of a broken 

home. He shared that he was molested as a child that caused him some trauma, which 

resulted in him acting out and subsequently; he was incarcerated for drug activity. He 

has since learned to overcome and it has been over twenty years without any legal 

issues. He completely changed his life around by entering into a relationship with the 

Lord and he rebuilt his life. He expressed that’s why it’s important to him to help rebuild 

the community in Bridgeport. He further expressed that he can’t make up for what he 

did, but he can demonstrate and live a life of integrity. 

Council member Banta commended Mr. Henry for bringing something to the table, 

notably, an awareness of the street. He commented that for him to step up to the plate 

with honesty and integrity meant a great deal. He urged him to continue doing good 

things in the community. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BANTA MOVED TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT 

** CO-CHAIR SWAIN SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

*Consent calendar 

*Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that the appointment will be voted upon at the next 

scheduled city council meeting and thereafter, he will be sworn in and receive a packet 

of information. 



 
City of Bridgeport 
Miscellaneous Matters Committee 
February 24, 2014 
Page 6 of 6 
 

Co-chair Vizzo-Paniccia stated that the next two items would be taken up during 

executive session. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE 

SESSION 

** COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIANO SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

It was stated that the following persons would attend the executive session:  

 Art Laske; Deputy City Attorney, Attorney Betsy Edwards, Attorney Chris Meyer, 
Attorney Erroll Skyers  

 

The committee entered into executive session at 6:53 pm. 

The committee came out of executive session at 8:45 pm. 

26-13          Proposed Settlement of Pending Litigation with Gregory Jetter. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE 

** COUINCIL MEMBER SWAIN SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

*Consent calendar 

40-13  Proposed Settlement of Pending Litigation with Orlando Lopez. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE 

** COUINCIL MEMBER BANTA SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

*Consent calendar  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO ADJOURN 

** COUNCIL MEMBER SWAIN SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Diane Graham 

Telesco Secretarial Services  


